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About the Briefing Book

In July 2008, the Center for a New American Security (CNAS), with a consortium of ten partner
organizations, hosted “Clout and Climate Change,” an international climate change “war game”
to explore the national security implications of global climate change. CNAS provided this
briefing book to participants in advance of the game, set in the year 2015, to prepare them for the
event. Its contents, future scenarios based partially on open-source material and partially on
climate modeling conducted by consortium partners, were intended to shape the game by
providing a vision of the world in 2015 and key events that occur in the years leading up to that
time.

You can also find a report of key findings from the event and materials generated from the game
at www.cnas.org. The briefing book and game-derived materials should not be considered as
facts or predictions, but rather plausible projections designed and tailored for the specific
purpose of optimal game play.

We encourage researchers and educational institutions to use these materials. Please cite this
briefing book as:
Sharon Burke and Christine Parthemore, eds., Clout and Climate Change War Game:
Participant Briefing Book (Washington, D.C.: Center for a New American Security, 2008).
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Clout and Climate Change Game Agenda

Sunday, July 27

6:00 — 6:30 p.m. COCKTAIL RECEPTION
Welcoming remarks by Dr. Kurt Campbell, CEO, CNAS
Honorable Sherri Goodman, General Counsel, CNA

6:30 — 9:00 p.m. EXCLUSIVE OPENING DINNER
A conversation with Honorable Carol Browner, Principal of the Albright
Group, and General Chuck Wald (USAF ret)
Moderated by Sharon Burke, Senior Fellow, CNAS

Keynote address by Peter Schwartz
Co-Founder and Chairman, Global Business Network
Introduced by Dr. Kurt Campbell, CEO, CNAS

Monday, July 28
8:00 — 8:30 a.m. REGISTRATION & CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST

8:30 — 8:45a.m. WELCOMING REMARKS
Dr. Kurt Campbell
CEO and Co-Founder, Center for a New American Security

8:45 —9:00 a.m. INTRODUCTION OF KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Honorable John Podesta
CEOQO, Center for American Progress

9:00 — 9:45a.m. KEYNOTE SPEAKER & Q&A
Dr. R.K. Pachauri, Director General
The Energy and Resource Institute and Chairman
United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
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9:45 - 10:00 a.m.

GAME PLAY BEGINS
10:00 —10:15 a.m.
10:15-10:25 a.m.

10:25 -10:45 a.m.

10:45-11:00 a.m.

11:00 — 11:15 a.m.

11:15a.m.—4:00 p.m.

4:00 —4:15 p.m.
4:15—5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.

5:30 - 8:00 p.m.

Tuesday, July 29

8:00 — 8:30 a.m.

EXPLANATION OF THE GAME
Dr. James Miller, Game Director
Senior Vice President and Director of Studies, CNAS

SCENARIO OVERVIEW - 2015 ABC NEWS SEGMENT
OPENING BY THE UNITED NATIONS SECRETARY GENERAL
ASSISTANT SECRETARY GENERAL FOR PEACEKEEPING:
THREAT ASSESSMENT

Assessment of potential threats posed by climate change from 2015-2050

UNITED NATIONS SECRETARY GENERAL REMARKS TO
COUNTRY TEAMS

BREAK

MOVE 1 - COUNTRY TEAM DELIBERATIONS
A working lunch will be served from 11:45 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

BREAK

CLOSING PLENARY FOR MOVE 1
ADJOURN FOR THE DAY
RECEPTION HOSTED BY THE

BROOKINGS INSTITUTION
Newseum, 7" Floor Terrace

CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST















Timeline of Major Climate Change-Related Events: 2008 to 2015

In 2009 the Copenhagen Agreement, the successor to the Kyoto Protocol, was agreed to, and
ratification took place over the following years. It included an aspirational target of an 80 percent
cut in global greenhouse gas emissions below 2005 levels by 2050, with interim national targets.
It also included increased funding for helping at-risk nations adapt to climate change effects,
global meteorological monitoring, and clean development mechanisms.

In the meantime, climate-related events continued to worsen around the world, with effects on
agricultural productivity, availability of water, migration away from affected areas, and severe
weather events complicated by sea level rise.

By 2010, oil prices reached US$165 a barrel, a 150 percent increase from only 5 years earlier.
The United States also passed cap and trade legislation to go into effect beginning in 2012. It has
helped spur a nascent global carbon trading market.

In 2012 the Copenhagen Agreement went into effect, replacing the Kyoto Protocol as the
international climate change regime.

During the 2011 and 2012 hurricane seasons, a Category 4 hurricane hit Houston and Louisiana.
New Orleans has never recovered.

By 2011 southern and central Europe are experiencing persistent heat waves and drought,
especially along the Mediterranean region, igniting a competition for the allocation of water
among agriculture, industry, and households.

In 2013 the Bhola cyclone hit Bangladesh, killing 200,000 people. Mass migration ensued,
causing border tensions. The government of India deployed the Army to help stem the influx of
refugees.

In 2013 renewed disputes over water rights of the Rio Grande increased tensions between the
United States and Mexico.

In 2014 late monsoon rains ruined India’s wheat and rice harvests. Once rain arrived, extreme
flooding overwhelmed many Indian cities. The Indian Army was deployed to assist in relief
efforts.

! In August 2005, a barrel of oil cost US $66. See David Ellis, “Experts see relief from high oil and gas prices
coming around the corner, is it soon enough?” CNN/Money (11 August 2005).
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